LEQOPARD SPOIS

PTSA Newsletter for Parents and Students January 2008

Principal’s Message

The Character of a School Community

To some, having character simply means “following the rules”. If you do what you are asked, avoid becoming
involved with drugs or gangs, do your schoolwork, graduate from school, and find useful employment, then you have
character. This certainly is relevant to character, but far from sufficient for students at Lakeridge Junior High School.
Character for our students refers to a much broader set of attitudes, behaviors, motivations, and skills. It is more than
simply avoiding involvement in socially undesirable behaviors. Character includes attitudes such as the desire to do one’s
best and being concerned about the welfare of others; intellectual capacities such as critical thinking and reasoning;
behaviors such as being honest and responsible, and standing up for principles in the face of injustice; gaining
interpersonal and emotional skills that enable us to interact effectively with others in a variety of circumstances; and the
commitment to contribute to one’s community and society. Stated simply, character is the realization of one’s positive
development as a person—intellectually, socially, and emotionally. Good character includes being committed to making
positive contributions to one’s community.

This past month I saw several examples that were organized and supported by the parents of Lakeridge Junior High
School that showed the importance we place on the development of character in our students:

e The PTSA partnered with the Make a Wish Foundation to make a young girl with cancers wish of going to
Disney World become a reality. Hundreds of students and parents from the Lakeridge community showed up on a
Saturday to participate in a fun run and walk to raise the money in support of this endeavor.

e Students from Lakeridge Junior High competed in the regional high school model united nations contest. They
studied out and came up with resolutions for some of the more challenging problems of the world and worked
with other students from around the western United States to address global issues.

® Members of the Lakeridge Junior Honors Society took time during their FLEX activity to wrap Christmas gifts
for currently deployed military personnel.

e Lakeridge students were involved in collecting canned food in the month of November, as well as collecting
money for sub for Santa in December.

e The FLEX activity for service is one of our most popular options for students. They have done several projects
during this FLEX activity to help out others in our world community that need help and support.

Lakeridge Junior High Students are truly developing the character that will help them be productive members in a
social and political democracy. We appreciate the dedicated service of our PTSA and teachers in helping to facilitate these
opportunities for character development. It is a great pleasure of mine to work with a school community with sense of
character. Thank your for all of your support and dedication to your school.

Garrick Peterson

Principal Lakeridge Junior High School




DONATIONS FOR FLEX Boys Basketball Schedule

We are in need of donations for the Flex classes Date Opponent Time Locq

that are running at Lakeridge Jr. High. If anyone Jan 3 Orem 3 PM Away

has any yarn or hat looms they have stored away Jan 8 Timberline 3 PM Home
, ] Jan 10 Murray 3:30 PM Home
and won’t be using, we would love to have them. Jan 11 West 3 PM Home
We will be starting a class in Mrs. Gonzalez room Jan 15  Mountain Ridge 3 PM Away
were the students will be making hats and Jan 17 American Fork 3 PM Away
donating them to the humanitarian center. Jan 22 Canyon View 3 PM Home
. . Jan 24  Pleasant Grove 3 PM Away
Also our scrap booking, card making classes Jan 29 Orem 3 PM Home
have really been successful. We have around 40 Jan 31 Oak Canyon 3 PM Away
students attend each time. If anyone has any scrap
booking supplies - paper, punches, brads, stickers, Feb 5 Willow Creek 3PM Away

die cuts or time to die cut for us, we are grateful for
anything.

Thank you for all your support with Lakeridge and
especially Lakeridge Flex. Donation can be brought
to Linda Gardner at Lakeridge in the front office.

Junior Honor Society

Lakeridge Junior High is pleased to have affiliation with the nation’s foremost student achievement recognition
organization, the National Junior Honor Society, and to offer membership to seventh, eighth, and ninth grade
students who qualify.

The purpose of this organization is to create enthusiasm for scholarship, stimulate a desire to render service,
promote leadership, develop character, and encourage citizenship in the students of secondary schools.

Students who maintain a cumulative grade point average of 3.8 or above, and exemplify the qualities listed
above may apply for membership in January. APPLICATION FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM
MRS. HUNTER, ROOM 120, JANUARY 7™ A special Induction Ceremony for new members will be held
in March.

Those students formerly inducted are still members while they are at Lakeridge and need not reapply. When
the students go to one of the high schools after ninth grade, they must reapply for National Honor Society.
Membership in Jr. Honor Society is a high recommendation for them at that time.

As an organization at Lakeridge, the Jr. Honor Society participates in two important service projects a year. For
a Fall/Winter Service project, the 130 Jr. Honor Society members put together over 200 stockings filled with
treats, CDs, DVDs, games, and personal hygiene supplies for the American troops in Iraq. They also included
small toys or school items to give out people and children as they build good will to win the hearts and minds in
Iraq. The next service project will be the annual cleanup of school grounds in the spring just before school is
out.

The current officers are President, Hunter Jacobson; Vice Presidents, Jason Christensen and Michael Young;
and President Elect, Spencer Sevison. Current members should watch the halls and listen to announcements
concerning activities for the year. Questions may be referred to Mrs. Hunter, room 120.



PTSA NOMINATIONS

The PTSA Nominating Committee is accepting
nominations for the following elected officer
positions for the 2008-2009 school year: President,
President Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Leadership
VP, and Legislative VP. Please contact Ada Wilson
at 224-1521 or keith _ada@byu.net if you or
someone you know is interested in these positions.
No matter what your level of involvement, your
help is needed and appreciated!

If you have items of interest or articles you would like to
have in the newsletter please e-mail them to me at
je@code911.com by the 20th of each month to have
them included in the newsletter.

Thanks,

Jalanne Collins

January

3 School Resumes

7 Jr. Honor Society applications
available from Mrs. Hunter

9 7th Grade Job Shadow,
8th Grade Reality Town,
oth Grade MUN

10-11  Class Changes by Appointment

11 Second Quarter Ends

14 Third Quarter Begins

18 ESL Field Trip

21 Martin Luther King Holiday — No
School

24 Improved Grades Party for 71, 8t and
9th graders

26 BYU MUN

30 Band Solo and Ensemble Festival in

Auditorium 3:30-9:00 pm
31 TLC Assembly #3

Message from the PTA

Happy New Year! I hope you had a wonderful
holiday season and were able to spend time with your
families.

December was a month where the PTSA showcased
our students talents through the Reflections program.
Reflections is a national PTA program for students
studying the arts. Students compete in areas such as
visual arts, literature, musical composition, photography,
dance, film/video, and theater. The theme this year was
“I Can Make a Difference.” Local and council awards
have been awarded and the following students will go on
to the regional competition: Cassandra Fifielde
(music), Breanna Zundel (dance), Sid Hinkel (3-D art),
William Wright (Film/video), and Ryan Shepherd
(visual arts). Congratulations to all the students who
participated.

A special thanks goes to JaNae Riley and Heather
Redd for all the work and care they put into the
Reflections program this year.

January is a good time to evaluate past activities and make
goals for the coming year. There is no better time to begin
than right now to become involved at Lakeridge Jr. High. The
PTSA’s second half of the year membership drive is

underway. You can get involved and bring a fresh voice to
our PTSA.

February
1 No School
5-6 TLC Stereotypes
6 Jr. Honor Society applications due
7-8 8th Grade Registration
8 Valentines Dance 3-4 pm
13-14 9™ Grade Registration
14 Orchestra Solo Ensemble @ AF
15 Mid-Term
15 Scholarship Club Auditions
18 President’s Day — No School
19 DWA Testing Begins
19 Bruin & OHS Briefing
22 Game Night 7-9 pm
26 Orchestra Pre-Festival Concert 6 pm
28 6™ Grade Orientation Tour
29 Multi Cultural Assembly



